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FOREWORD
The Russian aggression of Ukraine launched on 24 February 2022 is forcing
unprecedented numbers of people, mostly women and children, to flee their homes in
search of shelter and safety in other European countries. These refugees face many
serious challenges, including ensuring the education of children and young adults.
The education authorities of the host countries are called upon to respond positively
to a new and fast-moving reality, and to provide the necessary infrastructure, policies
and measures to meet the Ukrainian refugee population’s educational needs.
The European Commission is giving the highest priority to supporting the refugees
as well as Member State authorities. Through the Erasmus+ Programme, the European
Commission has been supporting the network of national recognition authorities to
develop tools that help fair, transparent and fast recognition of qualifications. Thanks
to the activation of the Temporary Protection directive the Ukrainian refugees have
received the right to work and study in European Union. However, for this to happen,
many people need their qualifications to be evaluated and recognised swiftly.
Providing a simple and rapid recognition mechanism contributes greatly to ensuring
that people enjoying temporary protection can study at an appropriate level, and
work in jobs for which they are qualified.
The European Commission published a Recommendation on the recognition of
academic and professional qualifications for people fleeing Russia's invasion of
Ukraine. It provides Member States' authorities with guidance and practical advice
to ensure a quick, fair and flexible recognition process of these qualifications. As
Ukrainian refugees may have been forced to leave without their original documentation
of qualifications, a flexible approach on how to assess recognition applications in
such cases is essential, including reissuing diplomas in a digital format. The European
Commission has taken forward the implementation of this Recommendation through
organising a Webinar “Online training for fast-track recognition of Ukrainian academic
qualifications”, together with CIMEA, the Italian national recognition information
centre, which addressed the different challenges authorities are facing.
To further help, Commissioner Gabriel proposed to apply flexibility with the on-going
Erasmus+ projects to support students and academics from Ukraine. The Commission
has also announced flexibility for Regional Funds, and the Recovery and Resilience
facility programmes to re-purpose some of the funds for helping Ukraine.
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INTRODUCTION
This document has been prepared with the aim of providing concrete support to
higher education institutions in the evaluation of Ukrainian qualifications, thus
helping to make the most of the skills, knowledge and abilities of the title holders.
The document, divided into four parts, explores the structure of the Ukrainian
scholastic and higher education system, focusing first on the resources available,
and then describing in greater detail the subdivision of the study cycles and the
qualifications awarded.
The documentation issued and the diplomas released for the main qualifications
of this system are also presented, thereby providing guidelines to aid in their
interpretation and facilitate the elimination of the language barrier faced in verifying
the elements of a single qualification.
The main methods of verifying the authenticity of qualifications are also described,
in addition to the main information resources, not only including those already
detailed in this document, but also other support resources for a more in-depth
knowledge of the Ukrainian system and for a correct evaluation of its qualifications.
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PART 1: THE UKRAINIAN
EDUCATION SYSTEM
1. AVAILABLE RESOURCES
1.1 ENIC-NARIC website
With a view to obtaining a reference information framework on the main characteristics
of the Ukrainian scholastic and higher education system, the principal primary sources
created and updated directly by the competent authorities of the country are listed
below.
Ukraine is a signatory country to the Lisbon Convention and part of the Bologna
Process. Ukraine is part of the ENIC (European National Information Centres) network of
the Council of Europe and UNESCO.
In the Country Page1 of the ENIC-NARIC website2 dedicated to Ukraine, we can find
official information about the following categories:
1 National Information Centres
2 National education bodies
3 School education system
4 Higher education
5 Quality Assurance in Higher Education
6 Post-secondary non-university education
7 Recognised higher education institutions
8 Policies and procedures for the recognition of qualifications
9 Recognition of Qualifications held by refugees
10 National Qualifications Framework
11 Diploma Supplement Information
12 Access to higher education
13 Verification sources to determine authenticity
Updating the information contained in the categories shown is performed directly by
the Ukrainian authorities, and specifically by the Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine (Міністерство освіти і науки України).

1 https://www.enic-naric.net/ukraine.aspx
2 https://www.enic-naric.net/
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1.2 MoES Ukraine - Ministry of Education and
Science of Ukraine
The official website of the Ukrainian Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine
(MoES)3 provides the latest news on the national regulations and sector-wide changes
(in English and Ukrainian). The information is arranged according to the key target
groups who use the website - schoolchildren and parents, students and researchers,
as well as educators and academic managers. The range of topics covered by MoES
encompasses, i.e., the following:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Pre-school education
Extracurricular education
Inclusive education
Complete general secondary education
Vocational (vocational-technical) education
Professional pre-higher education
Higher and adult education
Digital transformation of education and science
Distance and online services

The dedicated page ‘National Qualifications Framework’4 provides a comprehensive
overview of all historic developments on Ukrainian NQF and the national qualifications
system, including its various elements:
• action plans on NQF implementation in Ukraine and their monitoring;
• levels and descriptors of the NQF;
• legal-normative specifics on the national qualifications system;
• references to the National Qualifications Agency5;
• reports and analytical materials on NQF.

3 https://mon.gov.ua/eng
4 http://mon.gov.ua/ua/tag/natsionalna-ramka-kvalifikatsiy
5 https://nqa.gov.ua/
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1.3 ENIC Ukraine - National Information Centre of
Academic Mobility
On the website managed directly by the Ukrainian ENIC Centre6, available in three
languages (Ukrainian, English and Russian), it is possible to find further information
which expands upon the description of the school and higher education system of
reference in more detail. In particular, it is possible to find:
• a description of the scholastic, vocational and higher education system;
• a list of the official higher education institutions;
• templates of final qualifications;
• the National Qualifications Framework (NQF);
• the online verification system for Apostilles7.
The National Qualifications Framework (NQF) was approved in Ukraine in 2011 and
references Ukrainian qualifications both to the cycles of the Bologna Process (QFEHEA) and to the levels of the European Qualifications Framework (EQF), including the
so-called “vocational” titles, of a professional nature. Ukrainian NQF was self-referenced
to the Qualifications Framework for the European Higher Education Area in 20218, while
the referencing process to the EQF is in process till the end of 2022.

6 http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/
7 It should be noted that the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine is the body responsible for affixing the Apostille
on academic documents with the involvement of the ENIC Ukraine Centre, the authenticity of documents is directly verified
by the Centre itself.
8 Self-certification report on Compliance of the National Qualifications Framework Criteria and Procedures with the
Qualifications Framework for the European Higher Education Area: https://mon.gov.ua/storage/app/media/nrk/2021/11.10/01/
Zvit.pro.samosertyfikatsiyu.NRK-EN-10.11-1.pdf

6

Part 1: The Ukrainian education system

A diagram of the Ukrainian NQF is shown below:
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1.4 Q-Entry - International Database on Higher
Education Entry Qualifications
The Q-ENTRY database is the result of an Erasmus+ project coordinated by CIMEA
which aims to provide timely information on the final upper secondary qualifications of
various countries that allow access to higher education courses. The Q-ENTRY database
collects all upper secondary school qualifications that give access to higher education
in 61 different systems.
The database is online and accessible free of charge and makes available, in a
standardised format, all relevant information regarding the final scholastic qualifications
listed, namely:
• name of the scholastic qualification in the original language;
• authorised awarding body:
• total years of schooling;
• entry requirements
• academic rights (for further study);
• format of the final diploma;
• useful resources.
This information is provided and updated directly by the competent national authorities
and presented in English.
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2. SCHOOL AND TVET EDUCATION SYSTEM
2.1 Length of scholastic paths
Since the 1990s, numerous reforms have been introduced to change the Ukrainian school
system. Below are the most significant ones, relating in particular to the modification of
the overall years of schooling:
• until 1994, the total length of schooling in Ukraine was 10 years;
• from 1995 until today, the total length of schooling has been 11 years;
• since the last reform introduced in 2017 (Про освіту 9, articles 3-4, comma 3,
paragraph XII), the system has begun to gradually adopt a model based on 12
years of overall schooling. It should be noted that, according to forecasts, the
first students who will complete the different school paths characterised by
the new duration have completed or will finish the different phases of education
on the following dates:
• for primary education, on 1 September 2022
• for lower secondary education, on 1 September 2027
• for upper secondary education, on 1 September 2030.
Therefore, to date, the final upper secondary school qualifications are to be considered
as composed of overall schooling of 11 years.
The current scholastic path, divided into classes ranging from Class 1 to Class 11, is
defined as follows:
Qualified worker

Up to 4 years (after Basic Secondary
Education), up to 2 years (after
Complete Secondary Education

Access to the First
Tertiary Level

Complete

Certificate of
Complete General
Secondary Education

2 years

Access to Vocational and
to the First Tertiary Level

Basic

Certificate of Basic
General Secondary
Education

5 years

Access to Vocational
and Complete General
Secondary Education

Primary

-

4 years

Access to Basic General
Secondary Education

Vocational

General
Secondary

Preschool

9 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2145-19#Text
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Primary school is attended from the age of 6/7. This path lasts four years and covers
Classes 1 to 4.
Basic secondary school has a five-year duration and covers Classes 5 to 9: upon
completion of the ninth year of schooling, students take a state exam necessary to
obtain the final qualification of basic secondary school called:

Certificate of Basic General Secondary Education
Свідоцтво про базову загальну середню освіту
If the students intend to continue their schooling, they can alternatively:
• continue their studies at upper secondary school for a further two years
(Classes 10 and 11);
• opt for vocational and professional paths that lead to the award of Junior
Specialist Diploma/Диплом молодшого спеціаліста (last admission in 2019),
Professional Junior Bachelor Diploma/Диплом фахового молодшого бакалавра (first
admission in 2020) or Qualified Worker Diploma/Диплом кваліфікованого робітника
qualifications10.
The final secondary school qualification has had two different names in Ukrainian:
From 1992 until 2018
Certificate of Complete General Secondary Education
Атестат про повну загальну середню освіту
As of 2019
Certificate of Complete General Secondary Education
Свідоцтво про здобуття повної загальної середньої освіти
These qualifications, with either name, allow access to higher education in Ukraine.

10 For an in-depth analysis of vocational qualifications, cf. Part 1, para 1.2 and Part 2, para 2.3 of this document.
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Certificate of Complete General Secondary Education is issued after completion
of the 11-year program and final exams of the State Final Attestation (the SFA) in
several subjects (Mathematics and Ukrainian language – mandatory, and one-two
subjects optional). The subjects and number of exams are specified annually by the
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine.
Since 2015, the SFA has been conducted in the form of the External Independent
Evaluation (the EIE - more below). In this case, the results are added to the supplement
of the Certificate of Complete General Secondary Education in the line for the SFA
results. In certain cases, specified by the relevant legislation, graduates have the
right to pass the SFA in another form provided by an educational institution or to be
exempted from passing the SFA.
Together with the final diploma, an attachment is issued, called Addendum to the
Certificate - Додаток до атестата/свідоцтва - containing the list of subjects studied
during the last two years, the list of final exams taken for the SFA.

External Independent Evaluation – EIE / Зовнішнє незалежне оцінювання – ЗНО
The External Independent Evaluation (the EIE) is a component of the admission
procedure to higher education programs as an instrument of competitive selection.
The EIE ensures general secondary school graduates the right for equal and fair
admission to higher education programs, as the EIE results are used to determine the
competitive selection scores for different programs. Graduates choose subjects (35) for the EIE tests according to the list of chosen areas of study in higher education
institutions. The results of the EIE in Ukraine are organised as rating scale: 100-200
points. The required subject groups and the EIT points for admission are specified by
higher education institutions. Higher education institutions can also set additional
conditions for admission (art and vocal exams, tests, interviews etc.). After the EIE
tests, a Certificate of External Independent Evaluation and a separate Information
Card with the results of the EIE are issued. The EIE certificates can be used to apply
to higher education institutions for 2-3 years which is determined annually by the
legal act governing the conditions of admission to higher education.
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2.2 Exceptional measures adopted in reply to the
pandemic emergency
The pandemic caused by the unexpected and sudden spread of COVID-19 has
profoundly affected, from 2020 to today, the scholastic and higher education sector
on a global scale. In order to monitor the actions taken at national level by individual
countries to ensure the completion of scholastic and higher education cycles during
the pandemic, the ENIC Bureau (EB) and the NARIC Advisory Board (NAB) have drawn
up a questionnaire addressed to the 55 member countries of the ENIC-NARIC network,
which collects specific information on the measures adopted by each country for the
award of final upper secondary school qualifications and for the holding and format of
final exams. The responses received from the different countries are available on the
enic-naric.net website11.
In the school years 2019/2020 and 2020/2021, Ukrainian students were awarded the
final secondary school qualification upon completion of the eleventh year, without the
obligation to take the final state exams (SFA). To limit the number of participants in the
tests, the opportunity of taking this exam was reserved only for students interested
in continuing their university studies and therefore interested in taking a specific
admission test - External Independent Evaluation - EIE, the results of which are added to
the final school leaving certificate in the lines for the SFA, and of course, the Certificate
of the EIE and the Information Card are issued to participants.
In the documentation issued to students it is expressly indicated whether the student
in question has taken the state exam SFA or not. In fact, in the Addendum to the
Certificate (Додаток до атестата/свідоцтва), and in particular, in the section dedicated to
the results of the state exams taken, the expression “звільнений” (exempted) can be
found for all those students who have not taken the state exam.
For more information, kindly consult the following document: Information on complete
general secondary education qualification/level, and admission to higher education
programs in Ukraine due to COVID-1912.

11 https://www.enic-naric.net/upper-secondary-school-examinations-high-school-diplomas-in-times-of-covid-19.aspx
12 http://enic.in.ua/attachments/4all/%D0%A1%D0%90%D0%99%D0%A2_Info_school%20leaving%20certificate%20+%20EIE%20tests_ENG.pdf
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2.3 Vocational (vocational-technical) education
qualifications
As far as the qualifications of vocational (vocational-technical) education are concerned,
it should be remembered that until 1991 in Ukraine such programmes were provided
exclusively in the context of secondary education with a vocational focus, as in other
national systems which make reference to the former Soviet Union system.
After the country’s independence (1991) and after various reforms, some programmes
became part of the Ukrainian national system of short-term higher education (Bologna
Process short first-cycle qualifications/level 5 EQF), while others remained at the level of
secondary school education. The denomination of these qualifications introduced since
1991 is the following:

Qualified Worker Diploma
Диплом кваліфікованого робітника
classified as part of the secondary school system
Junior Specialist Diploma (Junior Bachelor Diploma)
Диплом молодшого спеціаліста (Диплом молодшого бакалавра)
part of the higher education sector13
Access to the courses of Junior Specialist Diploma is allowed both on the basis of lower
secondary school qualifications (Class 9) and upper secondary school (Class 11). Access
to Junior Bachelor programs is allowed based on the basis of upper secondary education
(Class 11) only.

2.4 Professional pre-higher education
qualifications
Following the approval of the Law of Ukraine ‘On Higher Education’ in 2014, colleges and
technical schools required new legal-normative foundation for organisation of their study
process. Hence, in 2017, with the approval of the Law of Ukraine ‘On Education’ a new

13 For an in-depth analysis on the path necessary to be awarded this qualification, kindly refer to para 3.2.1 of Part 1 of this document.
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component of the Ukrainian education system was introduced - professional pre-higher
education - which was detailed in a separate law in 201914.
Educational-professional programmes delivered at this level of education aim to equip their
students with both solid theoretical and hands-on skills, for instance, via the dual mode of
study.
The following qualification is awarded at the professional pre-higher education level which
corresponds to level 5 NQF/EQF:

Diploma of Professional Junior Bachelor
Диплом фахового молодшого бакалавра
professional pre-higher education sector
Minimum access requirement for these study programmes includes lower secondary school
qualifications (Class 9) and upper secondary school (Class 11), although holders of any other
educational qualification of vocational (vocational-technical) education, professional prehigher education or higher education are also eligible for enrollment. Professional Junior
Bachelor degree has a workload from 120 - 180 to 240 ECTS, contingent upon completion of
secondary education. Professional junior bachelor qualification gives access to continue
education at the level of junior bachelor, bachelor and master of medical, pharmaceutical or
veterinary specialization. The higher education institution may recognize and transfer the
ECTS credits obtained at the professional junior bachelor's program, the maximum amount
of which is determined by the relevant higher education standard.
List of specialties in the system of professional pre-higher education whose completion
is required to access a regulated profession is approved by the respective Resolution of
the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine as of 2 September 2020 No 76515. The standards on
professional pre-higher education specialties required for access to regulated professions16
may contain additional requirements for admission rules, educational program structure,
learning scope, learning process and evaluation of graduates.

14 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2745-19#Text
15 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/765-2020-%D0%BF#Text
16 https://mon.gov.ua/ua/osvita/fahova-peredvisha-osvita/sektor-fahovoyi-peredvishoyi-osviti/zatverdzheni-standarti
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3. HIGHER EDUCATION
In addition to having signed and ratified the Lisbon Convention (in 1997 and 2000,
respectively), in 2005 Ukraine also joined the Bologna Process, thus becoming part of the
European Higher Education Area - EHEA. As will be expanded upon later, this has brought
about (and still implies) significant changes in the Ukrainian higher education system,
promoting among other things ever increasing transparency of the qualifications of
this system.

Source: https://www.nuffic.nl/en/education-systems/ukraine/chart-education-system-in-ukraine

3.1 Institutions and accreditation
The Ukrainian higher education system includes a total of around 600 of the following
types of institutions:
• Universities – університет;
• Institutions – інститут;
• Academies – академія;
• Conservatories – консерваторія (now they are ‘academies’);
• Colleges – коледж.
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3.1.1. Primary sources
A list of accredited higher education institutions is available:
• on the Ukrainian ENIC Centre website17 in Ukrainian, English and Russian;

• on the EDBO website18, available in Ukrainian and English. In particular, Englishlanguage information on Ukrainian HEIs can be downloaded as open data in the
form of Excel from the EDEBO Register of educational institutions19. The same
data are available for vocational (vocational-technical) and professional prehigher education institutions.

17 http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/uipeng
18 https://registry.edbo.gov.ua/
19 https://registry.edbo.gov.ua/opendata/universities/
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Access to the two databases mentioned and whether they are functional are not
guaranteed during this exceptional situation of conflict in which the country finds
itself, therefore it is useful to remember the existence of an extremely important
tool for such checks, namely the WayBackMachine system20: this website database
allows you to enter the address of any website and to trace the information available
on this platform over the past years and months, a sort of “historical memorial” of
websites.

3.1.2. Secondary sources (DEQAR e WHED)
The Database of External Quality Assurance Reports21 (in short: DEQAR) is a database
of accreditation of higher education institutions and related study programmes
recognised by quality assurance agencies at national level belonging to EQAR
(European Quality Assurance Register for Higher Education) and complying with ESG
(European Standard and Guidelines) standards. Ukrainian normative base permits
cross-border quality assurance of higher education22, therefore, different institutions
and study programmes active in Ukraine can be searched in this database.
The IAU World Higher Education Database23 (in short: IAU WHED) is a portal developed
by the International Association of Universities in collaboration with UNESCO and, in
addition to providing authoritative information on higher education systems in 196
countries and territories, contains a database of over 20,000 officially accredited
and/or recognised higher education institutions, including those operating in Ukraine.
It should be noted, however, that, unlike the other national sources and DEQAR, such
information is entered directly by IAU with reference to its members, therefore the
absence of an institution does not imply the certainty of non-accreditation of the
same, but only an indication of the necessity to conduct further in-depth studies.
20 https://archive.org/web/
21 https://www.eqar.eu/qa-results/search/
22 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/554-2019-%D1%80#Text
23 https://whed.net/home.php
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3.2 Elements of Higher Education Qualifications
3.2.1. Junior Specialist Diploma (Диплом молодшого спеціаліста)
Level

Bologna Process short first-cycle qualification/level 5 EQF

Duration

(a) from 1 to 3 years, if the access qualification is an upper secondary school qualification (Class 11);
(b) from 2 to 4 years, if the access qualification is a lower secondary school qualification (Class 9).

Further details

The last admission to be awarded the aforementioned qualification was made in 2019.
This qualification will therefore be gradually replaced by two new qualifications, the Junior
Bachelor (Молодший бакалавр) and the Junior Professional Bachelor (Фаховий молодший бакалавр).

Access qualification

Lower secondary school qualification (Class 9) and Upper secondary school qualification (Class 11)

3.2.2. Dyplom bakalavra (Диплом бакалавра)
Level

Bologna Process first-cycle qualification/level 6 EQF

Duration

4 years24

Access requirements

Upper secondary school final qualification (Class 11): Атестат про повну загальну середню
освіту/Свідоцтво про здобуття повної загальної середньої освіти

Academic rights in Ukraine
Other observations

Access to second-cycle study paths Dyplom magistra (Диплом магістра) or Dyplom

specialista (Диплом спеціаліста).

First qualifications awarded as of 1993.

3.2.3. Dyplom magistra (Диплом магістра)
Level

Bologna Process second-cycle qualification/level 7 EQF

Duration

1-2 years

Access requirements

Dyplom bakalavra (Диплом бакалавра) or Dyplom specialista (Диплом спеціаліста).

Academic rights in Ukraine

Other observations

Access to Candidate of Science (Кандидат наук)/Doctor of Philosophy (Доктор філософії)/

Doctor of Art (Доктор мистецтва) study paths

First qualifications awarded as of 1997.
It is typically an academic path that includes the writing of a final thesis.

24 Shorter durations are possible only if the access qualification is a Junior Specialist Diploma (Диплом молодшого спеціаліста) in
related subjects, for which a course abbreviation may be granted.

19

Guidelines on fast-track recognition of Ukrainian Academic Qualifications

3.2.4. Dyplom specialista (Диплом спеціаліста)
Level

Bologna Process second-cycle qualification/level 7 EQF

Duration

Varies according to the access qualifications, please see the following table.

Access requirements

• Upper secondary school final qualification (Class 11): Атестат про повну загальну середню
освіту/Свідоцтво про здобуття повної загальної середньої освіти
• Dyplom bakalavra (Диплом бакалавра)

Academic rights in Ukraine

Access to Dyplom magistra (Диплом магістра) study paths or to Candidate of Science
(Кандидат наук)/Doctor of Philosophy (Доктор філософії)/Doctor of Art (Доктор мистецтва)

Other observations

To obtain the final qualification, the passing of a State exam or, alternatively, the writing of
a thesis may be required.

Access qualification and duration of study path:
Access qualification for Dyplom specialista

Duration of study path for Dyplom specialista

Upper secondary school final qualification (Class 11)

5-6 years (unique-cycle second-cycle qualification)

Dyplom bakalavra (Диплом бакалавра)

1-1.5 years (second-cycle qualification)

The examples below indicate the section of the Academic Transcript - Додаток до
диплома which shows how the student concluded the course of Dyplom specialista
- Диплом спеціаліста. In the first case there is a final thesis, while in the second case
two state exams were taken without any final thesis.
Example 1 –Presence of a final thesis:

Thesis: “Economic and mathematical modeling of shadow processes in the
economy of Lviv region"
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Example 2 – State Exams with no final thesis:

3.2.5. Candidate of Science (Кандидат наук) or Doctor of Philosophy
(Доктор філософії)/Doctor of Art (Доктор мистецтва)
Level

Bologna Process third-cycle qualification/level 8 EQF

Duration

Minimum 3 years

Access requirements

• Dyplom magistra (Диплом магістра)
• Dyplom specialista (Диплом спеціаліста)

Academic rights in Ukraine

Access to Doctor of Science (Доктор наук)25

Other observations

The programme includes attending lectures/seminars and passing some exams, but the
research element is predominant. The qualification is in fact issued by the specialised
academic council and after the public defence of a thesis.

List of specialties in the system of higher education whose completion is required
to access a regulated profession is approved by the respective MoES decree as
of 22 May 2020 No 67326. The standards on higher education specialties required
25 The Doctor of Science (Доктор наук) is a research path following upon the Candidate of Science (Кандидат наук) qualification,
at an extremely advanced level and higher than the third cycle qualifications of the Bologna Process. Although considered a
final qualification that is part of the higher education system in Ukraine, in other countries this qualification may correspond
to a research position subsequent to the Doctorate. The Doctor of Science scientific degree was excluded from the system
of higher education after 31 March 2021.
26 https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RV1dkzEskZJxyOA5iKC9HByd7ZIBfnyt
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for access to regulated professions27 may contain additional requirements for
admission rules, educational program structure, learning scope, learning process
and evaluation of graduates28.

4. Emergency measures adopted due to the war of
the Russian Federation in Ukraine
The unprecedented brutal war aggression of the Russian Federation with support of
Belarus in Ukraine called for ad hoc changes to the organisation of study process at
all levels of education.

4.1 Admission into further studies and graduation
The legal framework for these changes is set in the Law of Ukraine ‘On amendments
to some laws of Ukraine in the field of education’ as of 23 March, 2022 No 2157-IX29
which details the following:
1 SFA was cancelled for all levels of secondary education for the graduates of
2021/2022, and in the educational documents in the line for the SFA results should
be indicated “звільнено” (exempted);
2 Specific admission procedures for entrance into Junior Bachelor’s, Bachelor’s and
Master’s study programmes and professional pre-higher education institutions in
2022 are determined by the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine.
The latter purported modifications30 to the well-established assessment instruments
of External Independent Evaluation, Unified Entrance Examination and Unified
Professional Entrance Exam, and Unified State Qualification Exam for the year of 2022:
• External Independent Evaluation will be conducted in the form of the National
Multi-subject Test (NMT) consisting of three subjects (Ukrainian language,
Mathematics, History of Ukraine), in the format of proctored computer online
testing in computer classrooms. As with EIE, NMT results will be required for
enrolling into Bachelor study programmes;
• Traditional entrance exams for Master studies - Unified Entrance Examination
27 https://mon.gov.ua/ua/osvita/fahova-peredvisha-osvita/sektor-fahovoyi-peredvishoyi-osviti/zatverdzheni-standarti
28 https://mon.gov.ua/ua/osvita/visha-osvita/naukovo-metodichna-rada-ministerstva-osviti-i-nauki-ukrayini/
zatverdzheni-standarti-vishoyi-osviti
29 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2157-%D0%86%D0%A5#Text
30 https://testportal.gov.ua/vstupni-vyprobuvannya-2022-roku/
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and Unified Professional Entrance Exam - have been suspended and re-defined in
the form of Master's Comprehensive Test (MCT) and Master's Test of Educational
Competence (MTEC). MCT will be carried out for applicants into study fields of Law
(Право) and International Law (Міжнародне право), and will test their knowledge in
foreign language and legal studies. Passing MTEC will be required for applicants
into the following study fields: Social and behavioural studies (Соціальні та
поведінкові науки), Journalism (Журналістика), Management and administration
(Управління та адміністрування), Public management and administration (Публічне
управління та адміністрування), and International Relations (Міжнародні відносини)
(the latter - with the exception of the International Law). Both MCT and MTEC
will be conducted in the format of proctored computer online testing. Access
to Master studies for applicants into other study fields will be based on exams
carried out by educational institutions, or a motivation letter31;
• Unified State Qualification Exam for graduates from selected study fields has
been cancelled32 and professional pre-higher and higher education institutions
are responsible for defining the form of final attestation and its delivery in
accordance with their individual situation.
Applicants to Bachelor and Master studies will sit NMT, MCT or MTEC during certain
periods in summer 2022 which are defined based on the security situation in Ukraine33.
At present, MoES works on ensuring access to these assessment instruments by
persons who wish to enrol into Ukrainian colleges and universities both in Ukraine,
and from abroad34: support by the EU hosting countries is sought after with regard to
forming a distributed network of testing points, e.g., at the premises of foreign HEIs,
and finding proctors and supervisors for these exams.
Admission into professional pre-higher studies will be administered by their respective
educational institutions that are enabled to use the instruments of art competition,
individual interview and motivation letter35.

31 https://mon.gov.ua/storage/app/media/news/2022/04/01/Vstupna.Kampaniya.2022-01.04.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3Kn_
uaUCEPRakclm9DEPthybMKg3NvNeqXUtB9i26Ew1gtRvfDNmLhLYE
32 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/376-2022-%D0%BF#n2
33 http://search.ligazakon.ua/l_doc2.nsf/link1/RE37823.html
34 https://mon.gov.ua/ua/news/nmt-mozhna-sklasti-yak-v-ukrayini-tak-i-za-kordonom-ale-fizichna-prisutnist-obovyazkovaministr-osviti-i-nauki
35 http://search.ligazakon.ua/l_doc2.nsf/link1/RE37822.html
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4.2 Educational documents
Since 24 February 2022, more than 7,7 million36 Ukrainians have become internally
displaced and another 5,5 million37 had to leave the country. In view of this, MoES
regularly provides ad hoc guidelines on measures to be taken as regards possible loss
and/or absence of educational documents for people who had to evacuate to safer
regions. At present, MoES contributes its efforts to several initiatives on digitalization
and digital transformation of educational documents and works towards ensuring
their easy and safe usage by Ukrainian qualification holders. Until then, the up-to-date
guidelines for different levels of education are as follows.

School qualifications

The qualification holder, or his/her legally authorised representative, has to contact
the institution that issued the educational documents. Persons who have completed
general secondary education in educational institutions in the temporarily occupied
territories of Ukraine, including temporarily occupied territories in the Donetsk and
Luhansk regions, may contact any complete general secondary education institution
at their current place of residence38.
In the absence of a certificate on the results of the annual evaluation of academic
achievements, the institution evaluates the knowledge of the graduate in accordance
with the Procedure for accounting and issuance of documents on general secondary
education of the state standard to persons who completed general secondary
education in educational institutions on the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine,
as approved by the MoES decree as of 12 May 2014 No 57039.
To obtain a duplicate of the school qualification, its holder may request any complete
general secondary education institution, on whose territory no military operations
take place at the time of such request, to provide information about such a document
issued in Ukraine.

36 IOM, data as of 17 April 2022, https://displacement.iom.int/reports/ukraine-internal-displacement-report-generalpopulation-survey-round-3-11-17-april-2022
37 UNHCR, data as of 1 May 2022, https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
38 https://mon.gov.ua/ua/news/procedura-otrimannya-dublikata-dokumenta-pro-zagalnu-serednyu-osvitu?fbclid=IwAR0Ni_
fodnXJQPIMXLDTbuepZZ9UdNf761rbOF5GUSQpF2xyB7SlXbiFzVI
39 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0541-14#Text
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Vocational (vocational-technical) qualifications

The qualification holder can have his/her educational document re-issued following the
respective request to the institution that issued the educational documents.
If the vocational (vocational-technical) education institution has ceased its activities, a
person can forward the request to its successor, the information on which is provided by
the Department of Education and Science of the regional military administration. In the
absence of a successor institution, the request has to be submitted to the Department
of Education and Science of the regional military administration, which determines the
institution that will order and issue a duplicate of the educational document40.

Professional pre-higher and higher education qualifications

In case of loss of the higher education document, the educational institution is
responsible for producing its duplicate, in line with the Procedure on ordering, production,
issuance, accounting of documents on higher education and appendices to diplomas
of European standard, as approved by the MoES decree as of 6 March 2015 No 24941.
Duplicates of higher education documents and their annexes are prepared and issued
upon a written application of the qualification holder, submitted by him/her or a legally
authorised representative, to the educational institution that issued the higher
education document.
If the educational institution that issued the document is reorganised through merger,
amalgamation or liquidation, the request is submitted to its successor.
In the absence of a successor of the terminated educational institution, and in case
the educational institution does not conduct educational activities (e. g., for reasons
of a revoked licence to carry out educational activities, or location of the educational
institution on the territory outside the control of the Ukrainian authorities), the request
is submitted to MoES. In this situation, MoES determines the educational institution that
creates in the Unified State Electronic Database on Education (EDEBO) orders, prepares
and issues a higher education document or its duplicate42.
40 https://mon.gov.ua/ua/ministerstvo/pro-ministerstvo/najposhirenishi-zapitannya-vidpovidi-ta-aktualni-kontakti-mon-pidchas-voyennogo-stanu/najposhirenishi-zapitannya-vidpovidi/profesijna-profesijno-tehnichnoyi-osvita
41 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0494-15#n4
42 https://mon.gov.ua/ua/ministerstvo/pro-ministerstvo/najposhirenishi-zapitannya-vidpovidi-ta-aktualni-kontakti-mon-pidchas-voyennogo-stanu/najposhirenishi-zapitannya-vidpovidi/fahova-peredvisha-visha-osvita
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PART 2: ANALYSIS OF
ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS
AND RELATIVE DOCUMENTATION
1. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS
To deepen the documentary aspect of the qualifications described above, it is
necessary to keep in mind that over the years in Ukraine there have been a number
of slightly different final qualification formats. An extremely useful database can be
found on the website of the Ukrainian ENIC National Information Centre of Academic
Mobility43, inasmuch as it is complete and edited directly by the national centre itself.
Under the section “Samples of educational documents”, it is possible to choose
between the following categories of qualifications:
a secondary education;
b vocational education;
c postgraduate education;
d higher education.
Within the selected category, there are the names of the individual qualifications
with a detailed explanation of the main characteristics that each diploma presents
according to the year of issue of the qualification: colour, size, materials (paper or
plastic), signatures, stamps and serial numbers.

43 http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/educational-documents-samples
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1.1 Usage and relevance of national format
(State-standard Diplomas)
All Ukrainian secondary school qualifications as well as higher education qualifications
issued until 2015 are presented in a national format (the so-called State-standard).
This means that the qualifications are issued according to a design established at
national level and valid for all scholastic, vocational and higher education institutions.
Another element to take into consideration relates to the fact that only official
institutions - recognised and/or accredited by the competent Ukrainian authorities
- are authorised to issue their qualifications in the national format.
This “standard” design is uniform both from the graphic point of view and as regards
the information reported therein.
From the point of view of the production process, the printing of these qualifications is
commissioned directly by the Ministry of Education and Sciences (Міністерство освіти
і науки), which subsequently distributes the documents (pre-filled in their general
parts and already equipped with the so-called security features i.e., document anticounterfeiting systems) to the institutions that will later release them. The latter,
on the other hand, are responsible for filling in the specific fields referring to the
individual qualification (surname, name and patronymic of the student, date of issue
and marks obtained).
This approach has direct implications in the evaluation of qualifications, in particular
with regard to the following aspects:
Authenticity of the qualification: knowledge of the graphic format and of the
information provided in a qualification issued within a given time frame facilitates
the comparison of the qualification being assessed with the national design of
reference. In the event of significant differences, a verification of the authenticity
of the qualification will become necessary.
Accreditation of the awarding institution: once it has been ascertained that a
certain qualification is presented in State-standard format and after having verified
its authenticity, it can be assumed that the institution that issued it is accredited,
27
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as authorisation to issue qualifications in the State-standard format is contingent
upon accreditation of the awarding institution, specialty, and/or study programme.
Given this peculiarity of the Ukrainian system, it is advisable to have an internal
database of qualifications already evaluated and referring to the given education
system, so as to be able to compare the new qualifications received directly with
those already evaluated.
Finally, please note that the State-standard format has been modified over the
years and that it is available for all scholastic qualifications issued to date and for
university qualifications until 2015.

1.2 Periodisation of formats
Since the formats established at national level have varied slightly over the years, a
general periodisation is provided below, which will be analysed more in depth when
examining the individual qualifications dealt with:
Paper qualifications were issued from 1992 to 2000, which were subsequently
filled in by hand by the awarding Institutions. These qualifications can be found in
bilingual form (Ukrainian-Russian) or in monolingual form (Ukrainian).
Since 1997, the new plastic card-type qualifications have been released, which have
different formats and are currently only issued for secondary school qualifications.
Since 2015, higher education institutions have replaced the aforementioned
plastic card-type qualifications with internal formats, while respecting certain
characteristics established at the national level by law.

28

Part 2: Analysis of academic qualifications and relative documentation

1.3 Guide to the interpretation of qualifications in
plastic card format
The details of the most common State-standard formats of laminated cards in
plastic card format follow.
1 The front of the qualification shows only the name of the qualification (in this
case it is the final upper secondary school qualification awarded until 2018/
Атестат про повну загальну середню освіту).

2 The back of the qualification on the other hand shows the following details:
• Surname, name and patronymic of the student (black box)
• Year of qualification (red box)
• Awarding institution (blue underline)
• Award date of qualification (yellow box)
• Series and serial number: alphanumeric code that uniquely identifies the
qualification (green box)
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2. LOWER AND UPPER SECONDARY SCHOOL
QUALIFICATIONS
Before specifically analysing upper secondary school qualifications, it is first
of all necessary to mention two possible methods to distinguish the latter from
lower secondary school qualifications: from a terminological point of view, despite
having assumed different names over the years, there are some key words to pay
particular attention to in order to distinguish between final lower secondary school
qualifications (i.e., 9 years of overall schooling) and final upper secondary school
qualifications (11 years of overall schooling):
1 In the case of lower secondary school qualifications, there are some terms
that can help identify them. We are talking specifically about the adjectives
неповний – incomplete and базовий - basic:
• Свідоцтво про неповну загальну середню освіту - Certificate of Incomplete
General Secondary Education
• Свідоцтво про базову загальну середню освіту - Certificate of Basic General
Secondary Education
• Свідоцтво про здобуття базової середньої освіти - Certificate of Basic
Secondary Education (name used as of 2019)

2 The same method can be applied in the case of upper secondary school
qualifications. It is a question of identifying the adjective повний - complete
within the name of the qualification:
• Атестат про повну загальну середню освіту - Certificate of Complete
General Secondary Education
• Свідоцтво про здобуття повної загальної середньої освіти - Certificate of
Complete General Secondary Education (name used as of 2019)
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Even the graphic elements present in the final qualifications ensure the possibility
of easily identifying them, in fact:
a Lower secondary school qualifications are presented in a green frame (figure 1)
b Upper secondary school qualifications are presented in a grey-blue frame (figure 2)
Figure 1: Lower secondary school
qualification (Class 9)

Figure 2: Higher secondary school
qualification (Class 11)

2.1 Upper secondary school qualifications
The upper secondary school qualifications were issued in paper format from 1992
to 2000, while as early as 1997, the first laminated plastic card-type qualifications
began to be issued. In addition to this it is also important to remember that:
1 Since 2019, the name of the qualification has changed from Certificate of
Complete General Secondary Education (Атестат про повну загальну середню
освіту) to Certificate of Complete General Secondary Education (Свідоцтво про
здобуття повної загальної середньої освіти).
2 Secondary school qualifications (including upper secondary school
qualifications) are still issued in the State-standard format.
Below are the main formats of upper secondary school qualifications (10 years of
schooling until 1994 and 11 years of schooling starting from 1995):
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Reference period: 1992-2000 (monolingual version)

Reference period: 1997-2012

Front

Back

Reference period: 2013-2018

Front
32
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Reference period: from 2019

Front

Back

All upper secondary school qualifications are accompanied by a document called
Додаток до Атестата / Свідоцтва - Academic Transcript:
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As regards the grading system, it is important to remember that the knowledge of
pupils is measured on a 12-point scale with marks ranging from 1 to 12. Maximum
grade is 12, minimum grade is 1, below 1 is “unattested” mark, and marks’ general
classification is as follows:
• Level I. Elementary (1-3)
• Level II. Average (4-6)
• Level III. Sufficient (7-9)
• Level IV. High (10-12)

The Додаток до Атестата / Свідоцтва - Academic Transcript contains information on
the courses attended (red box), the marks obtained (yellow box) and the subjects in
which the final exam was taken, with the respective marks (green box).
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3. TVET QUALIFICATIONS:

Junior Specialist Diploma (Диплом молодшого
спеціаліста) and Qualified Worker Diploma (Диплом
кваліфікованого робітника)
For both the qualifications of Junior Specialist Diploma - Диплом молодшого
спеціаліста and the Qualified Worker Diploma - Диплом кваліфікованого робітника,
the final diplomas were issued in paper format until 2000, while the first laminated
plastic card-type format qualifications were being released as of 1997.
It is worth noting that as of 2015, Junior Specialist Diploma - Диплом молодшого
спеціаліста qualifications have been issued in formats established independently
by higher education institutions, while Qualified Worker Diploma - Диплом
кваліфікованого робітника qualifications continue to be issued in the Statestandard format, like all secondary school qualifications. This distinction is due to
the current Ukrainian law, which states that:
• the Qualified Worker Diploma - Диплом кваліфікованого робітника is not
considered to be part of the higher education system;
• the Junior Specialist Diploma - Диплом молодшого спеціаліста is considered
part of the higher education system and identified as a Bologna Process short
first-cycle qualification, that is, level 5 EQF.
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Reference period: 1992-2000 (monolingual version)

Reference period: 1993-2000 - Qualified Worker Diploma
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Reference period: from 1997 until today - Qualified Worker Diploma in various formats

Reference period: from 1997 to 2015 - Junior Specialist Diploma in various formats

Reference period: from 2015 until 2021 - Junior Specialist Diploma (example of a
format referring to a single institution)44

44 The example shown therefore has an illustrative value, being the specific format of a single institution (in this case it is the
Київський національний торгівельно-економічний університет /Kyiv National University of Trade and Economics).
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4. BOLOGNA PROCESS FIRST- AND SECONDCYCLE QUALIFICATIONS
The main academic qualifications of the Ukrainian higher education system are as follows:
a
b
c

Dyplom bakalavra - Диплом бакалавра
Dyplom magistra - Диплом магістра
Dyplom specialista - Диплом спеціаліста

For all these qualifications we find some common characteristics from a chronological
point of view applied to the documentation released, namely:
1 1992-2000: paper qualifications in standard format compiled by hand by the
higher education institutions in the parts relating to the details of the individual
diploma. This format is not found in the qualifications of Dyplom magistra (Диплом
магістра) as this title was not issued before 1997;
2 1997-2015: laminated qualifications in plastic card-type format;
3 From 2015 until today: qualifications awarded according to formats established
independently by the universities, mainly bilingual (Ukrainian-English) following
the mandatory state requirements.

a. Dyplom bakalavra - Диплом бакалавра
Reference period: 1993-2000 - Qualified Worker Diploma
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Reference period: from 1997 to 2015 - Junior Specialist Diploma in various formats

Reference period: from 2015 until 2021 (examples of formats referring to two
different institutions)45

45 The examples shown are therefore illustrative, as the formats are specific to two individual institutions.
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b. Dyplom magistra - Диплом магістра
Reference period: 1997-2015 (in various formats)
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Reference period: from 2015 until 2021 (examples of formats referring to two
different institutions)46

46 The examples shown are therefore illustrative, as the formats are specific to two individual institutions.

41

Guidelines on fast-track recognition of Ukrainian Academic Qualifications

c. Dyplom specialista - Диплом спеціаліста
Reference period: 1993-2000

Reference period: 1997-2015 (in various formats)
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Reference period: from 2015 until today
(example of format referring to a single institution)47

47 The example shown is therefore illustrative, as the format is specific to one individual institution.
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4.1. Academic Transcript/Addendum
(Додаток до диплома про вищу освіту)
The Academic Transcript/Addendum - Додаток до диплома про вищу освіту, or
simply Додаток до диплома, is issued automatically together with higher education
qualifications, namely:
•
•
•
•

Junior Specialist Diploma - Диплом молодшого спеціаліста
Dyplom bakalavra - Диплом бакалавра
Dyplom specialista - Диплом спеціаліста
Dyplom magistra - Диплом магістра

In its State-standard version, the document is presented on two pages. Below is an example
of the first page containing the list of courses attended by the student (red box), the
hours relating to the individual course (yellow box) and the grade obtained, expressed as
an evaluation (Excellent, Good, Fair etc.) (green box).
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The following image on the other hand reproduces the second page of the document
with details relating to the main elements of the qualification, inserted in the third column:

4.2. Diploma Supplement
As of 2015, another document of great use in evaluating higher education qualifications
was introduced in Ukraine: the Diploma Supplement. The latter, conforming to the
standard developed within the European Higher Education Area (EHEA), contains relevant
information such as, among others, the name and status of the awarding institution and, if
the institution is different, information on the teaching institution, as well as the workload
expressed in ECTS credits.
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5. THIRD-CYCLE QUALIFICATIONS
In this section we highlight an example of a third cycle degree: it is a Doctor of
Philosophy - Доктор філософії/Doctor of Art - Доктор мистецтва qualifications. It is
important to remember that all third-cycle qualifications are issued by the Supreme
Attestation Commission of Ukraine - Вища атестаційна комісія України/Specialised
academic council of higher education institution or research institution, therefore
this nomenclature is specified within the final qualification:
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6. REVISIONS OF EDUCATIONAL
DOCUMENTS’ FORMATS IN 2021
In 2021, MoES introduced changes48 to the forms of diplomas of Junior Bachelor,
Bachelor, Master, Doctor of Philosophy, Doctor of Fine Arts, Doctor of Sciences49, as
well as to the form of their Diploma Supplement.
Following these revisions, the Diploma Supplement issued by Ukrainian higher
educational institutions fully corresponds to the revised Diploma Supplement, as
approved by the Paris Communiqué of the European Higher Education Area. It also
contains detailed information on the national higher education system, such as on
types of higher education institutions and their status, educational programmes
and degrees, licensing and accreditation processes, organization, structure of
higher education studies, and official sources of information.
The up-to-date forms of these qualifications are presented below:

Reference period: from 2021 until today - Junior Specialist Diploma50

48 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0122-21#Text
49 At the time of writing this publication, changes are being introduced to the form of Doctor of Sciences diploma, with the aim to
re-new its form approved by the MoES decree as of 12 May, 2015 No 525 (https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0551-15#Text).
50 Students who have enrolled into a Junior Specialist educational programme until 2019 inclusive obtain a Diploma of Junior
Specialist that is equated to the Diploma of Junior Bachelor upon successful completion of studies.
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Reference period: from 2021 until today – Bachelor Diploma

Reference period: from 2021 until today – Master Diploma
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Reference period: from 2021 until today – Doctor of Philosophy Diploma
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Reference period: from 2021 until today – Diploma Supplement
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Other important changes to issuing of documents on higher education in Ukraine
include:
1 Documents on higher education can be issued by higher education
institutions only for accredited educational programmes (programme
subject areas). Information on accreditation decisions is included into
EDEBO, and can be reviewed in the section ‘Educational programmes’ (Освітні
програми) on the individual institutional webpage in the EDEBO register of
state-recognized education institutions51, or in the register of accreditation
cases52 administered by the Ukraine's National Agency for Higher Education
Quality Assurance;
2 Starting 1 January 2022, diplomas of Doctor of Philosophy and Doctor of
Fine Arts, as well as the Diploma Supplement are registered and assigned a
registration number in EDEBO. Therefore, the information on these documents
issued since that date becomes available in EDEBO for verification purposes;
Separate forms of education documents ‘with honours’ (з відзнакою) have
3 been cancelled, and currently information on special academic achievements
of a qualification holder may be indicated in the section ‘6.1 Additional
information’ of the Diploma Supplement. The decision to reflect these
achievements lies within the responsibility of the awarding higher education
institution;
4 As per updated to the Law of Ukraine ‘On Higher Education’ from December 2019,
the concept of the state-standard format of higher education documents has
been revoked, and the emphasis lies with the list of mandatory information
to be present in documents on higher education (scientific degrees)53 and
on professional pre-higher education54. For instance, academic councils of
higher education institutions may approve the forms and procedures for
issuing higher education documents, including joint and double diplomas.

51 https://registry.edbo.gov.ua/
52 https://public.naqa.gov.ua/
53 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/811-2020-%D0%BF#Text
54 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0787-21#Text
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MoES also approved in 2021 the forms of the diploma of Professional Junior
Bachelor and the form of its Diploma Supplement55, the latter following the
model of the Diploma Supplement for higher education qualifications.
Enrollments into Professional Junior Bachelor have commenced since 2020. The
first graduation of those admitted to studies on the basis on complete general
secondary education will take place in 2022.
In 2021, its first qualification holders, who had been admitted to studies on
the basis of Qualified Worker Diploma (Диплом кваліфікованого робітника), were
awarded the diplomas of Professional Junior Bachelor.
The up-to-date forms of these qualifications are presented below:

Reference period: from 2021 until today – Doctor of Philosophy Diploma

55 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0786-21#Text
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Reference period: from 2021 until today – Diploma Supplement
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PART 3: VERIFICATION
RESOURCES TO DETERMINE
AUTHENTICITY
1. UNIFIED STATE ELECTRONIC DATABASE ON
EDUCATION
To allow easier and more reliable verification of the authenticity of qualifications
issued in Ukraine, the Ministry of Education and Sciences has created a platform
called Unified State Electronic Database on Education - Єдина державна електронна
база з питань освіти56, in the abbreviated form EDEBO/ЄДЕБО.
EDEBO is the central Higher Education Management Information System in Ukraine
deployed for evidence-based policymaking on formation, implementation, and
monitoring of higher education policies. This system collects information on
students’ applications, enrollment, and graduation, and is the focal point for the
annual competitive enrollment campaign into vocational (vocational-technical)
and higher education institutions. EDEBO consists of several registers, namely the
register of state-recognized education institutions, the register of educational
documents, the register of student cards, and the register of teachers' certificates.
EDEBO plays a key role in all digital transformation projects57 in the higher education
sector that the Ukrainian Government works on, including the graduate tracking
system, distance enrollment of foreign students into Ukrainian universities, and
e-licensing of educational institutions.

1.1. Verification of educational documents
Via EDEBO it is possible to verify the authenticity of qualifications58 issued in the
plastic card format for the following categories:
• Lower secondary school
• Upper secondary school
• Vocational education
• Higher education, including qualifications issued since 2015 in the formats
established autonomously by the individual institutions

56 The resource can be consulted only in Ukrainian at the following link: https://info.edbo.gov.ua/edu-documents/
57 https://plan2.diia.gov.ua/projects
58 https://info.edbo.gov.ua/edu-documents/
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Once the link to the register of educational documents has opened, the following
screen will appear:

In order to verify the authenticity of a qualification, it will be necessary to select:
• in the first drop-down menu the category to which the qualification in question
belongs (higher education, vocational training or secondary school);
• in the second drop-down menu the name of the qualification.
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In the following fields, on the other hand, you will be asked to enter the following
fields (in Ukrainian, therefore exclusively in Cyrillic characters):
• The series (red box).
• The serial number (yellow box).
• Surname, name and patronymic (green box)

If the authenticity of the qualification is confirmed, the following screen will appear:
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At present, the following educational documents are available for verification on
EDEBO:
Can be verified on EDEBO

Can NOT be verified on EDEBO

“Plastic” diplomas from Atestat to Magister issued 1998-2014 •

• Diplomas issued prior to 1998

Custom format state-issued diploma from Atestat to Magistr •

• Archival Records

issued 2015-present
Diplomas issued to foreign students 2015-present •

• Diplomas issued by military of internal affairs institutions
• Diplomas of re-training
• Diplomas for Candidate of Science degrees
• Diplomas issued to foreign students prior to 2015
• Any other diplomas/certificates issued 1998-2014 not in
plastic card format

1.2. Eliciting information on study process and
educational documents by a person
EDEBO provides a publicly available service59 for persons to check the information
included in EDEBO regarding their study process and educational documents without the need to know the requisites of these documents.
To obtain this information, a person submits a request on the EDEBO website via:
1 confirming his/her identity through an authorised electronic signature

2 providing his/her full name.

59 https://info.edbo.gov.ua/check-person/
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Within several minutes after submitting the request, EDEBO automatically generates
a PDF statement with all the information included in the EDEBO registers on that
person, namely:
1 valid educational documents:
• Type of educational document
• Series and registration number
• Issuing educational institution
• Date of issue
• Validity period (if applicable)
• Foreign sample of the document (if applicable)
• Certificate of recognition of the document (if applicable)
• Registration number of the diploma supplement (available since 1 January 2022)

2 valid student tickets
3 study process in educational institutions:
• Full name of the person
• Name of educational institution and its EDEBO code
• Degree
• Mode of study
• Funding source
• Programme Subject Area
• Specialization
• Study Programme
• Start and end date of study
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To generate the statement successfully:
1 a person should have his/her personal card or the taxpayer registration card
number included into EDEBO, and
2 full name indicated in the request form and the taxpayer registration card
number in the digital signature has to correspond to the ones included in the
EDEBO personal card
The following information can be elicited via this service:
Level of education

Information
available since

Higher education

2012

Professional pre-higher education

2020

Vocational (technical-vocational)
education

2013

Information on the person’s educational
documents

Higher education, professional
pre-higher education, vocational
(technical-vocational) education

June 2015

Register on
educational
documents

Information on the person’s educational
documents used for enrollment into
further education: higher education - since
2012, professional pre-higher education
- since 2020, vocational (technicalvocational) education - since 2013)

Higher education, vocational
(technical-vocational) education,
comprehensive secondary
education

2000

Register on
educational
documents

Type of information

Confirmation on the person’s study
process

Source of information
in EDEBO

Education institutions

The service does not provide information on study process and educational
documents for state-funded students of military higher education institutions.
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2. PRINCIPAL SECURITY FEATURES OF
QUALIFICATIONS
In addition to the database described above, there is another way to verify the
authenticity of Ukrainian qualifications issued in the State-standard format. They
are in fact equipped with so-called security features, or specific features useful for
anti-counterfeiting initiatives which are inserted in the qualification in its original
format during the production and printing phase, which, being difficult to reproduce,
permit the protection of authenticity. The verification of the presence of these
characteristics is normally carried out with the support of instruments such as a UV
light or a microscope.
The main security features contained in Ukrainian laminated documents in plastic
card format are listed below:

Colour transition

Microprint and Fine Line
Pattern

Poem by T.S. Shevchenko

Laser ultraviolet
protection

Left bottom corner flower
absence of outline

Diploma and number
microprint

Source: http://kupit-diploma.com/uk/stepeni-zashhity-diplomov-ot-poddelok.html
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PART 4: SYNTHESIS OF
INFORMATION RESOURCES
Official scholastic and higher education bodies in Ukraine
• Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine
https://mon.gov.ua/eng
• Ukrainian ENIC centre
http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/
• National Agency for Quality Assurance in Higher Education
https://en.naqa.gov.ua

International sources containing information updated directly by the Ukrainian
authorities
• Page dedicated to Ukraine on the ENIC-NARIC website
https://www.enic-naric.net/ukraine.aspx
• DEQAR database – Database of External Quality Assurance Results
https://www.eqar.eu/qa-results/search/
• Q-Entry Database on Higher Education Entry Qualifications
https://www.q-entry.eu/international-db/?cerca=Ukraine

Secondary international sources created by different national/international bodies
• Database of higher education institutions of the International Association of
Universities (IAU)
https://whed.net/home.php
• Page dedicated to the Ukrainian system on the website of the Dutch ENICNARIC centre (NUFFIC)
https://www.nuffic.nl/en/education-systems/ukraine
• Page dedicated to the Ukrainian system on the US-based World Education
Services (WES) website
https://wenr.wes.org/2019/06/education-in-ukraine
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